A Welcome from our CEO

During this challenging year, our community’s
compassion, generosity and willingness to help each

Dear Friends of the Food Bank,

other in hard times has never been more comforting.

As I write this, it has been one year since our world

At the Food Bank, we have been overwhelmed by the

changed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. At this time

kindness and support of all who stepped forward to

last year, we were watching the news and beginning

make sure that our neighbors have food on their table.

to make changes in our lives for what we thought

From donations accompanied by encouraging notes,

would be a few months. At the Food Bank, although

to loving prayers offered for the health of our team,

we were unsure of what the coming months would

to large grants that made it possible to increase our

bring, we were determined to do everything in our

organizational capacity, we are so grateful for all of

power to remain open and serve our community.

your kind support!

As the pandemic unfolded, the Food Bank continued

Thank you for being part of an incredible effort to

to adapt. We welcomed new volunteers and

help our neighbors facing hunger during a year that

developed new strategies to safely provide food to

presented one challenge after another. As the need

anyone in need. The lines at our drive-thru

for food assistance remains high, we humbly ask for

distributions seemed endless, and we listened to

your continued support to ensure that no one goes

many stories of families needing help for the first

hungry in York County.

time. We were reminded that the face of hunger truly

Thank you,

can be our neighbor, family member, or best friend.

How We Tackled 2020

Jennifer Brillhart
President & CEO

2020 challenged us in ways we never
expected. But thanks to our dedicated

Expanded to a new location

volunteers, staff, supporters, and partners,
we conquered this year. In order to meet the
increased need caused by the pandemic we
expanded to a new location, began holding

5.4 million meals distributed

weekly Drive-Thru Distributions, held Pop-Up

Volunteers donated
20,000+ hours

Distributions across York County, delivered
emergency food to those in need, brought our
Mobile Pantry to communities in need,

6.5 million lbs. of
food distributed

provided food for our partner pantries across
York County, and recruited hundreds of
volunteers to help us feed the need.
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Looking Forward
We have high hopes for 2021 and we need your
support to reach our goals. In 2021, we hope to
expand our food delivery program, re-open our
Hunger Free Client Choice Pantry, bring our

Support Our Goals

Mobile Pantry to more locations across York
County to serve those without transportation,
and continue to support our partner pantries.

We rely on the support of volunteers

We will also continue serving those in need

every day. On average, over 100

directly through our weekly Drive-Thru

volunteers contribute over 400

Distributions.

hours to our operations every week.
Go to yorkfoodbank.org/volunteer
to sign up.
Next to volunteering, making a
financial donation is the best way
to support us. To make a donation,
go to yorkfoodbank.org/donate or
send a check to 254 W. Princess St.,
York, PA 17401.
AmeriCorps is a federal agency that
connects volunteers with
organizations to help communities
tackle their toughest challenges.
AmeriCorps' mission is to improve lives, strengthen
communities, and foster civic engagement through
service and volunteering. Go to AmeriCorps.gov to learn
more about their efforts and getting involved.
We also want to thank Shipley Energy for generously
donating their intern house to accommodate both
AmeriCorps teams. We would not have been able to bring
these incredible teams to York without their generosity.

This spring, the amazing Willow 2 & Willow 4
AmeriCorps teams were here at the Food Bank as full
time volunteers for several weeks. They helped us run
our weekly Drive-Thru Distribution, pack Emergency
Food Boxes, sort and track incoming donations, and
fulfill orders for our partner pantries.
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Food for Seniors
The Senior Food Box Program is a federal initiative

“I was in the hospital earlier this month and was

designed to improve the health and nutrition of

afraid I wouldn’t be able to get my January box

seniors. Through this program, seniors receive a

because it’s so late. I really need the food and with

free box of food each month to help stretch their

all the pills and medicine I had to buy, I don’t have

limited income. The Food Bank has distributed

much left for food.”

food to York County seniors through this program
since 2003 and recently expanded distribution
efforts.
The Food Bank now hosts Drive-Thru
Distributions twice a month specifically for
seniors. This contact-free distribution method has
helped distribute more food to more seniors than
ever before. Along with this distribution, we have
begun delivering food boxes to eligible seniors
without transportation.

"Thank you so much for delivering my box all the way

"We are living on a fixed income but now we are also

out here. No one wants to get it for me and I am

helping our daughter with her 3 kids. They eat so

wheelchair bound and cannot get out. I try to get

much! We need all the extra food we can get because

meals delivered sometimes but it costs so much.

it’s expensive to buy so much at the store."

Thank you for getting food to me."

Volunteer Spotlight
Ryan White and his daughter, Maddison Perring, have

Ryan says "there’s still two very different worlds out

been some of our most dedicated volunteers over the

there, even here in York County." After seeing how

past year. They began volunteering with the Food

many families showed up to receive food that first

Bank in March of 2020, their first shift being on

day, Ryan "can't imagine sitting at home on a

Maddison's 17th birthday. With traditional birthday

Tuesday afternoon, knowing that I could be

festivities being out of the question due to the

contributing something more."

pandemic, Ryan suggested they spend the day giving
back. Though Maddison was initially hesitant to spend
her birthday volunteering, Ryan says "the minute she
saw the impact it was having on other people, she was
all in." With few exceptions, Ryan and Maddison have
returned every Tuesday since to help with our
distributions.
Before his first shift, Ryan admits that he was
unaware of the need that so many in York face and

What's your favorite thing about volunteering at YCFB?

feels that most "York Countians are probably less

"It’s gotta be the people...there are some of the most
genuine, kindest people volunteering and working here"

informed about what their neighbors might be going

To submit a volunteer application, go to

through." Though COVID-19 has shed light on the

yorkfoodbank.org/volunteer

issue of food insecurity...
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Mobile Pantry
The York County Food Bank's Mobile Pantry is up and
running! Currently, our Mobile Pantry makes stops twice a
month in Wrightsville, Glen Rock, and Brogue; but we plan
to expand to even more locations across York County.
Our Mobile Pantry was established
as a response to findings in the "A
Seat at The Table" (SATT) report.

Go to yorkfoodbank.org/mobile-pantry to see
the full schedule and download flyers

The SATT project was a research
study conducted by The Food
Trust in partnership with several
York County food assistance
agencies to evaluate the charitable
food system in York County.
The study found numerous communities in York County
with high rates of food insecurity and an insufficient
number of food assistance programs to meet the need. To
address this issue, we established our Mobile Pantry to
help supplement the food assistance work already being
done in those communities.

Go to yorkfoodbank.org/satt to read
the full report

Virtual Food Drives
Due to COVID-19, food banks across the country
Pandemic aside, traditional food drives are not

had to discontinue traditional food drives for the

the best way to support food banks. Food drive

safety of staff and volunteers. But this presented

items make up a very small portion of the food

a new opportunity for virtual support!

we distribute and can actually cost us time and
money. We have to sort donated items, dispose
of items we can't distribute, store items, and
transport them.
With this in mind, we hope you consider
hosting a Virtual Food Drive using our new
online tool! You will be able to customize
your own fundraising page with a sharable
link where donors will "shop" for items to
represent monetary donations!

To create your own Virtual Food Drive, go to
yorkfoodbank.org/food-drives
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Partner Spotlight: Kris Pollick of Catholic Harvest Food Pantry
Kris Pollick has been Executive Director of Catholic Harvest

"Some people like to just order things for pickup,

Food Pantry in the east end of York City for 16 years. Kris,

but some people have a camaraderie with the

originally from Pottstown, PA, moved to York in 1982. After

volunteers, they like to socialize." It's not hard to

being a stay-at-home mom for 11 years; then rising

see that Catholic Harvest offers more than just

through the ranks of Bon Ton, starting as a gift wrapper

food to those in need, it offers a supportive and

and eventually working in HR at their corporate office; Kris

welcoming community of people excited to help

turned to the non-profit world.

each other.

The pantry Kris inherited was
serving 500 families a month, but
their choice of food was limited.
Without enough refrigeration,
space, or volunteers, the pantry
offered mostly non-perishable
items. Kris knew this needed to
change; as she puts it, "just
because you don't make a lot of
money doesn't mean you shouldn't be able to choose the
Photo: Caleb Robertson for Our York Media

foods that you eat." Kris accomplished this goal, making
the updates and expansions needed to turn Catholic
Harvest into one of the first truly client-choice pantries in
York.

After 16 years of hard work, Kris will be retiring in
mid-May and passing the title of Executive

Even when COVID-19 forced the pantry to close the

Director over to one Shari Gordon. Reflecting on

building to clients, Kris remained committed to offering

her time at Catholic Harvest Food Pantry, she says

those in need the freedom to choose their food. Sticking

"I have the best work stories of anyone I know,

to this commitment, Catholic Harvest created an online

because there's a lot of humor and there's a lot of

form where clients can shop virtually and schedule a

sadness" that comes with this work, "but it makes

convenient pickup for their custom orders that have been

you a better person." Kris says, "the hardest part is

picked and packaged for them. Though this system has

not being able to help someone more," but the best

been a life-saver in the pandemic, Catholic Harvest is

part is "getting a hug from a client on the street,

eager to welcome shoppers inside again.

they recognize you and appreciate what you do."

To learn more about how you can support
Catholic Harvest Food Pantry, go to catholicharvest.org

Our Distributions

Our Partners

The York County Food Bank hosts weekly distributions

You can access food resources right in your neighborhood.

where free food is provided to anyone in need and twice-

There are food pantries, soup kitchens, and food assistance

monthly Senior Box distributions. Our Mobile Pantry also

programs located all across York County.

distributes food in various locations across York County.

Go to yorkfoodbank.org/partner-locations

Go to yorkfoodbank.org to learn more

to find your local agency

about our distributions

Spring 2021 Newsletter

5

yorkfoodbank.org

254 W. Princess St.
York, PA 17401
717.846.6435
yorkfoodbank.org

Stay Connected!

Name
Address 1
facebook.com/yorkpafoodbank
@yorkcountyfoodbank

Address 2
City, State Zip

Sign up to receive our E- Newsletters
at yorkfoodbank.org

The York County Food Bank has been fighting food insecurity in York County since
1982 by collecting food from a variety of sources and equitably redistributing this
food to our 125 plus partner agencies. These partner agencies include other
community pantries, soup kitchens, shelters, churches, senior centers, schools, and
community centers. The York County Food Bank also distributes food directly to
those in need through our weekly distributions, Senior Box Program, Mobile Pantry,
and Give-A-Meal Program.

